
Personification
Please read through the 

slides to help with 

today’s English lesson. 

Feel free to watch these 

two videos (1) and (2)

to help with this topic.

Please remember that this 

is a learning aid for 

English. No book work is 

required. The activity at 

the end can be said out 

loud or thought about in 

your head.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhleJRpyb-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqBZMR83wCg


Personification
Today we are going to look at a type of figurative 

language called personification. 

There’s a clue in the name as to what it means but let’s 

recap on what figurative language is first.



What Is Figurative Language?

Figurative language is a way of using words to compare something to something else –

beyond the literal meaning.

Figurative language is used for emphasis and impact.

I’ve told you a million times to clean your room!

She ran as fast as lightning.

His team was on top of the world after winning the 

championship game.



The pizza was calling my 

name from across the room.

Personification
Personification gives human/living qualities to animals, non-living objects, or ideas.

The forest was loud with 

creatures singing.

The stars went to sleep as the 

sun rose in the sky.

Hey Billy!



Personification
We use personification to improve our writing and make stories more exciting! 

The sun danced merrily over 

the water in the springtime.

The river slithered like a 

snake and ran fast.

The river was wavy, and the 

water moved quickly.

The sun was shining over the 

water in the springtime.

The trees moved in the warm 

breeze by the riverbank.

The trees shivered and shook

in the warm breeze by the 

riverbank.



Activity

The river runs along the mountain path he chooses,

Shamelessly shoving rocks, as on his way he cruises.

Starting at a steady pace, he is happy to go slow,

And meanwhile smaller tributaries wave and join the flow.

Then he climbs down the mountain as excitedly he speeds,

Splishing, splashing, tumbling, while onwards he proceeds.

Then all at once the heady heights encourage him to dive…

Feet first he goes down, the waterfall arrives.

Spinning, stomping, somersaulting, diving from the top,

The river reaches base with one almighty belly flop!

His bubbling intensity soon begins to show…

More water shouts to join him, so he begins to grow.

Swiftly riding on the rocks, he weaves his way along,

Passing through the silky stream but keen to carry on.

Then finally, his destination comes within his view,

The sea is beckoning from waters deep and blue.

So finally, what started as a river’s gentle motion,

Is all encapsulated in the brave and mighty ocean.

Please read and enjoy this 

poem about a river’s 

journey. 

See what personification 

you notice throughout.

Check the next slide after

to see if you found them all!

Please remember that this is a 

learning aid for English. No book 

work is required. This activity can 

be said out loud or thought about 

in your head.



Activity

The river runs along the mountain path he chooses,

Shamelessly shoving rocks, as on his way he cruises.

Starting at a steady pace, he is happy to go slow,

And meanwhile smaller tributaries wave and join the flow.

Then he climbs down the mountain as excitedly he speeds,

Splishing, splashing, tumbling, while onwards he proceeds.

Then all at once the heady heights encourage him to dive…

Feet first he goes down, the waterfall arrives.

Spinning, stomping, somersaulting, diving from the top,

The river reaches base with one almighty belly flop!

His bubbling intensity soon begins to show…

More water shouts to join him, so he begins to grow.

Swiftly riding on the rocks, he weaves his way along,

Passing through the silky stream but keen to carry on.

Then finally, his destination comes within his view,

The sea is beckoning from waters deep and blue.

So finally, what started as a river’s gentle motion,

Is all encapsulated in the brave and mighty ocean.

How did you do? 

Did you find all the different 

personifications in this 

poem?

Well done if you did, try and 

remember some of these 

ideas for our English lesson 

today!


